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July 27, 2021 – Informational MeetingJuly 27, 2021 – Informational Meeting

Agenda

• Opening & Introductions

• Overview of Joint Airport Zoning Board (JAZB) Purpose & Role

• JAZB Membership

• Elements of an Airport Zoning Ordinance

• Steps to Prepare & Adopt an Airport Zoning Ordinance

• Organizational Logistics

• Next Steps
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Overview of JAZB Purpose & Role

• Purpose: Through a collaborative process, the JAZB seeks to develop 
an airport zoning ordinance that achieves a reasonable level of safety 
while considering compatible community development and the social 
and economic costs of restricting land uses.

• Role: The JAZB considers the requirements of Minnesota Statutes in 
developing airport zoning regulations, provides opportunity for public 
input, submits the proposed regulations to MnDOT for approval, 
adopts the final regulations, and transmits the regulations to affected 
municipalities for incorporation into local zoning codes.

• Goals: Specific goals for the Crystal Airport JAZB will be discussed at 
the first formal meeting.

Agenda

• Opening & Introductions

• Overview of Joint Airport Zoning Board (JAZB) Purpose & Role

• JAZB Membership

• Elements of an Airport Zoning Ordinance

• Steps to Prepare & Adopt an Airport Zoning Ordinance

• Organizational Logistics

• Next Steps

5

6



7/27/2021

4

JAZB Membership
• JAZB membership requirements are 

established by Minnesota State Statutes 
§360.063, Subd. 3(2)(b)

• “A joint board shall have as members two 
representatives appointed by the municipality 
owning or controlling the airport and two from 
the county or municipality, or in case more 
than one county or municipality is involved, 
two from each county or municipality, in which 
the airport hazard area is located, and in 
addition a chair is elected by a majority of the 
members so appointed. All members shall 
serve at the pleasure of their respective 
appointing authority.”

• For Crystal Airport, these members include 
Crystal, Brooklyn Park, Brooklyn Center, 
New Hope, Minneapolis, Robbinsdale, and 
the Metropolitan Airports Commission.

JAZB Membership
• Required timeframe for constituent 

municipalities to join in creating a 
JAZB are established in Minnesota 
State Statutes §360.063, Subd. 3(2)(c)

• “If a county or municipality, within 60 
days of receiving a request from an 
owning or controlling municipality…fails 
to join in creating a joint airport zoning 
board, the owning or controlling 
municipality, or a joint airport zoning 
board created without participation by 
the subdivisions which fail to join the 
board, may itself adopt, administer, and 
enforce airport zoning regulations for 
the airport hazard area in question.”

7

8



7/27/2021

5

JAZB Membership

• The Chair must be someone “in 
addition” to the Board, i.e., not 
one of the members or alternates 
appointed by the municipalities or 
the Metropolitan Airports 
Commission.

• The Chair must be elected by a 
majority of the Board Members, i.e., 
not a quorum of the majority or a 
lesser number.

• No other criteria are stated.

• Nominations/Voting will take place 
at the first formal JAZB meeting.
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Elements of an Airport 

Zoning Ordinance

• The Minnesota State Legislature 
revised its zoning statute in 
2019.

• The MAC completed 
improvements at the airport in 
2020, which:

• Lengthened the main runway

• Converted the parallel runway to 
a parallel taxiway

• Shortened the turf runway

Elements of an Airport 

Zoning Ordinance
• Two separate elements

• Land use restrictions
• Structure/object height restrictions

• Existing Safety Zones A, B, and C 
were adopted by the JAZB in 1983.

• Under the 1983 ordinance:
• Land uses are restricted out to 6,200 

feet from each runway end (extent of 
Safety Zone C).

• Numerous residential lots are 
exempted from land use zoning 
restrictions as “Existing Residential 
Neighborhoods”.
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Elements of an Airport 

Zoning Ordinance
• Structure/object height zoning 

restrictions are typically based 
on Federal Aviation Regulations 
(FAR) Part 77 airspace surfaces.

• Under the 1983 ordinance, 
airspace obstruction zoning 
restrictions apply:

• Up to 1 ½ miles beyond the 
perimeter of Airport boundary, and

• In the approach zone up to 10,200 
feet beyond the perimeter of the 
Airport boundary.
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Steps to Prepare & Adopt an Airport Zoning Ordinance

Preliminary Informational Meeting 
with JAZB Constituent Municipalities 

(TODAY)

JAZB Meeting
1. Introductions
2. Select JAZB Chair
3. Establish goals
4. Establish meeting dates

JAZB Meeting
1. Overview of law & process
2. Overview of State Model Ordinance
3. Determine preferred zoning method 
(Standard vs Custom)
4. Establish parameters for custom 
zoning factors analysis (if necessary)

JAZB Meeting(s) (if necessary)
1. Present custom zoning factors 
analysis
2. Board member input on custom 
zoning factors analysis
3. Discuss proposed ordinance outline

JAZB Meeting
1. Present draft zoning ordinance/map
2. Approve draft zoning ordinance/map 
for Public Hearing #1

Public Hearing #1

JAZB Meeting
1. Review public hearing comments & 
responses
2. Approve draft zoning ordinance/map 
submittal to MnDOT

JAZB Meeting
1. Review MnDOT comments (if any)
2. Discuss changes in response to 
MnDOT comments (if necessary)
3. Approve revised ordinance/map 
submittal to MnDOT (if necessary)
4. Adopt zoning ordinance/map (if 
possible)

JAZB Meeting (if necessary)
1. Review MnDOT final approval of 
zoning ordinance/map
2. Approve final draft zoning 
ordinance/map for Public Hearing #2

Public Hearing #2

(if necessary)

JAZB Meeting (if necessary)
1. Review public hearing comments & 
responses
2. Adopt zoning ordinance/map

Integration/Adoption of 
Airport Zoning Ordinance/Map 
by Constituent Municipalities 

Agenda

• Opening & Introductions

• Overview of Joint Airport Zoning Board (JAZB) Purpose & Role
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Organizational Logistics

• Meeting location

• Meeting day/time

• Formal letter contact information

• Communications

• Agenda posted one week before 
meeting

• Relevant materials posted to JAZB 
page on MAC website

• Other items
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Next Steps
• MAC will request by letter that constituent municipalities join in creation of the 

JAZB by resolution within 60 days, per Minnesota Statute §360.063, Subd. 3(2)(c)

• Example resolutions are available on the MnDOT Office of Aeronautics website
• https://www.dot.state.mn.us/aero/planning/forms-and-exhibits.html

Preliminary Informational 
Meeting with JAZB 

Constituent Municipalities 
(TODAY)

August/September 2021
Constituent Municipalities 
nominate JAZB members

September/October 2021
JAZB Meeting 1

1. Introductions
2. Select JAZB Chair
3. Establish goals
4. Establish meeting dates

October/November 2021
JAZB Meeting 2

1. Overview of law & process
2. Determine preferred 
zoning method

Early 2022
JAZB Meeting 3

Agenda TBD
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