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The MAC makes record investment in snow removal fleet 
MSP Airport will receive 58 specialized vehicles over the next three years  
 

 
The MAC is purchasing 58 vehicles from M-B Companies, Inc., including five of the MB5 model, to accelerate the  
modernization of its snow removal fleet. Courtesy of MB   
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MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL, Minn. — The Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC) is making its single 
biggest purchase of snow removal equipment to accelerate the modernization of its fleet at 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP). 

The MAC has finalized a $62 million purchase with M-B Companies, Inc., for 58 snow removal vehicles of 
various types to arrive over the next three years, beginning in the fall of 2025. These specialized vehicles 
from MB, a brand of Aebi Schmidt Group, are critical to maintaining safe and effective operations during 
winter snow and ice events for MSP’s commercial airlines as well as general aviation, cargo and military 
flights.  

Efficient winter operations are essential for MSP, the 18th busiest airport in the country, which receives 
an average of 55 inches of snow annually. MSP served 37.2 million passengers and supported more than 
342,000 aircraft operations in 2024.  

“This latest investment reflects our long-term commitment to maintaining the highest operational 
standards and giving our experienced team the newest, most advanced and most reliable equipment,” 
said Joe Harris, MAC vice president of management and operations. “We have some of the best field 
crews in the industry when it comes to maintaining a safe environment during extreme weather events, 
and their work supports the confidence of our airlines, passengers and other users.”  

Following authorization by the MAC board in late February, the MAC is advancing the contracting of 
snow removal vehicles through 2027 instead of the normal approach of purchasing a few of the 
specialized vehicles each year. The MAC is expected to save up to $7.8 million in capital equipment costs 
in the deal due to favorable supplier discounts and avoiding year-to-year equipment price increases. The 
accelerated purchase locks in 2024 prices and secures production commitments for the equipment that 
typically requires delivery lead times of up to two years. 

Operating a younger fleet will provide even more value after the vehicles are delivered. 

“We anticipate a significant drop in ongoing operations costs for maintenance and repairs as we migrate 
to newer equipment,” said Sara Freese, the MAC’s director of maintenance services and asset 
management. “This plan should also enhance safety with the deployment of more consistent vehicle 
models across the fleet, resulting in improved operator familiarization and more efficient training.”  

FY 2025 through FY 2027 MSP Airport snow removal equipment purchase plan (total 58 vehicles):  
 

• Runway snow blower: 11 

• Runway broom: 6 

• Liquid deicer: 10 

• Chemical/plow combo truck: 8 

• Multifunction equipment (runway plow and broom combo): 23 
 

The average age of MSP’s current snow removal fleet is more than 16 years old. By 2027, all vehicles in 
the fleet will be 4 years old or newer, including 10 units that were delivered in 2024. Six of the runway 
brooms being replaced at MSP will be relocated for use at the MAC’s general aviation airports in the 
Twin Cities.  

MSP is ranked #1 in customer satisfaction among mega airports by J.D. Power. MSP also won the top 
global and large airports awards in Cirium’s 2023 On-Time Performance Review, which included the end 
of the 2022-2023 winter season when MSP recorded 93 inches of snow, its third highest on record.   

 
 

https://www.m-bco.com/
https://metroairports.org/news/jd-power-ranks-msp-airport-no-1-among-north-american-mega-airports


 About The Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC) 
 
The Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC) owns and operates one of the nation’s largest airport systems, 
including Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP) and six general aviation airports. The MAC’s airports 
connect the region to the world and showcase Minnesota’s extraordinary culture to millions of passengers from 
around the globe who arrive or depart through MAC airports each year. Though a public corporation of the state of 
Minnesota, the organization is not funded by income or property taxes. Instead, the MAC’s operations are funded 

by rents and fees generated by users of its airports. For more information, visit www.metroairports.org. 
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