METROPOLITAN AIRPORTS COMMISSION

News Release
Sept. 9, 2026

Contact:

Jeff Lea

Strategic Communications
jeff.lea@mspmac.org
612-725-6147

MSP Airport deploys expansive private wireless network
Private 5G network will expand coverage and reliability to vital operational systems
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A new private 5G network provides enterprise-grade connectivity across MSP’s campus, including the airfield. Courtesy of the
Metropolitan Airports Commission

MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL, Minn. — Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP) has deployed a new
private 5G network that will improve connectivity to vital operational and safety systems that control,
monitor and support daily activities.
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MSP is among the first U.S. airports to shift from traditional wired systems to a modern private 5G platform
with the deployment of Ericsson’s Private 5G network. The system connects critical operations across MSP’s
busy four-runway airfield, which supported more than 342,000 aircraft operations and served over 36 million

passengers in 2025.

“Transportation, public safety, maintenance, security and other airport operations all depend on
connectivity. We are basically running a city without residents,” said Eduardo Valencia, chief information
officer for the Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC), which owns and operates MSP. “This dedicated
wireless infrastructure provides enterprise-grade connectivity across our 5-square-mile campus to support

the complex applications that enable us to maintain safe and efficient operations.”

Rather than expanding traditional Wi-Fi infrastructure or investing in additional fiber, the new system
improves mobility, reliability and coverage for a wide range of airport systems, including camera networks,

ticketing equipment, vehicle devices and other mobile equipment.
An early use case helped improve video monitoring capabilities for MSP’s tram system.

“Traditionally, our cameras relied on wired connectivity. Private 5G now enables continuous video access
without interruption, which is especially important in a dynamic airport environment,” said Bill Boyd,
director of infrastructure and operations for the MAC's Information Technology department. “The
private 5G network will also support future evolutions in data analysis, automation and operational
awareness that airport ecosystems rely on.”

While expanding its own uses for the new private 5G network, the MAC also has plans to share the

connectivity with airlines, concessionaires and other airport partners.

About The Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC)

The Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC) owns and operates one of the nation’s largest airport systems,
including Minneapolis-St Paul International (MSP) and six general aviation airports. The MAC’s airports connect the
region to the world and showcase Minnesota’s extraordinary culture to millions of passengers from around the
globe who arrive or depart through MAC airports each year. Though a public corporation of the state of
Minnesota, the organization is not funded by income or property taxes. Instead, the MAC'’s operations are funded
by rents and fees generated by users of its airports. For more information, visit www.metroairports.org.
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